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Effective character education promotes core ethical
values as well as supportive performance values as the
foundation of good character.

Winner of three
Promising Practice Awards
2008 - 2009 - 2010

Touchstone
Created “08-09”

Students created ceiling tiles for our café
to show how we care for each other.

Kids are greeted with a smile
at breakfast and lunch.
Monthly Character traits are
stated on the menus
children receive.

Students work in small groups in their
classrooms with teachers, grandparents,
parent volunteers, and high school
helpers several times during the day.

Character Education
Team Members

Our mascot “Lucky” greets
our students with a High 5
weekly.

Character Banners made
by students hang in the
front windows of the
school.

James Bertels
Becky Palazzola
Teressa Counterman
Janet Meyers
Tricia Moore
Kari Lynn
Stacey Geisendorfer
Kimber Nation
Monica Hatcher
Sue Darby
Chrissy Troutman
Amy Porter
Chris Garland

Students are recognized for
showing their paw by putting
their name on our Wall of
Character
Fall Festival
Safety Patrol
Character Council
Mother/Son Event
Healthy Schools Team
Father/Daughter Dance
Service Learning Projects
Buddy Days/Activities
Accelerated Reader Program
Red Ribbon Week
Veterans Day Celebrations
Muffins with M’Ladies
Jump Rope for Heart
Choir Performances
Talent Show
Author’s Day
Donuts with Dudes
Pennies for Patients
Food Drive
Drug Free Grams
Student Focus Groups
Grandparents Day
Homeside Activities
Peace Ball

School-wide Character
Building Initiatives

Teachers post information about
Character Education on their
classroom websites.
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Effective character education defines “character”
comprehensively to include thinking, feeling, and
behavior.
Principal Garland recognizes staff
who are going above and beyond
in her bi-monthly memo to staff.

WOWS I saw this week!

•
•
•

Older students help mentor
younger students who need a
role model.

•

Bev Danback– I love the bulletin board you
have going up in the hallway. Way to bring
character and our expectations into writing!
Kay Bobeen– You have such a gentle, but
firm way of getting your students to rise to
the occasion and follow your expectations!
Kim Huntimer and all her paras– What an
awesome week with some of our most
challenging!
Fifth grade teachers– Awesome transitioning of your students in the hallway!

Enjoy your weekend!

Morning announcements are read by
students each day.

Chris

Bus drivers teach students about
expectations for the bus and
practice with them twice a year.

Good Morning Lincoln Leopards!
Our theme for November is Respect.
Please join us in repeating how we show our respect in school:
I am polite, courteous, and caring. I honor others and myself.
I am polite, courteous, and caring. I honor others and myself.
I will treat all people with dignity
I will treat all people with dignity

and value property.
and value property.

Students reflect on how they or
someone else has “Shown their
PAW” in the PAW journal.

Today and everyday, think about how you would like others to
speak to you, treat your belongings, and act towards you. Then
it will be easier for you to act the same towards others.
Now will you please stand and join us in the Pledge?

Students who attend Latchkey (after
school program) create character
bulletin boards monthly.

Students write about their goals and dreams for the future

Some students have a behavior
chart to help them remember to
show their PAW. They reflect on
their own behavior daily.

Effective character education uses a comprehensive,
intentional, and proactive approach to character
development.
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Classes have meetings at least once per
week for various reasons

Students are asked to reflect on their
own behavior.

The counselor sends out a weekly memo to
the staff.

Co u n s e l o r’s Co r n e r

“GRATITUDE”

Gratitude: I am a thankful person. I am mindful of those who
help and care for me. I appreciate those who help me in
achieving my goals.
Gratitude is one of the most powerful tools for creating
joy. Each moment of our lives we can choose our attitude
and where to focus our attention. When we consciously
choose to be grateful, even in difficult situations, our ability to
see the good in life is strengthened. Eventually, "seeing your
cup half full" becomes a mental habit. On the other hand, a
sense of entitlement blocks gratitude. When we choose to
think that life owes us more than we have, we create
constant dissatisfaction and unhappiness.
Don’t underestimate the impact you can have when
you take the time to make someone feel valued and
valuable. No act of appreciation is ever wasted. Your
children will learn an "attitude of gratitude" by copying you.

Positive referrals are given to
students for demonstrating good
character by teachers and staff.

WAYS TO PRACTICE GRATITUDE:
·

Slow down and appreciate the present moment

·

List the things your grateful for each day-particularly the ordinary things

·

Honor the special people in your life

·

Send a note of thanks when you receive a gift

·

Find the lessons in hard times

This is sent home in our monthly newsletter
to parents.

Safety Patrol helps students
remember to show their PAW all
around school each morning and
afternoon.

ACES Our PE teachers talk
to students about respecting
their bodies through
exercise. On Aces day the
entire student body
exercises together outside
in the field.
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Effective character education creates a caring school
community.

Families come together for a night of fun
activities.

Lincoln Elementary enjoys
family movie nights at school.

Staff give recognition to each other
for showing good character in the
Thursday Thrills.

Bus drivers give out Safe Rider
certificates to students who are
showing good character.
We received a Promising Practice
Award for Neighborhood Night.
Teachers walked from house to house
handing out popcorn to students and
their families, welcoming them to our
school.

Homeside activities help families
connect learning to home and school,
these are done quarterly.

Principals have lunch with all students
throughout the school year.

Students create a list of ideas for a class
party.

During a class meeting students discuss
manners and give examples of how to
demonstrate them.
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Effective character education provides students with
opportunities for moral action.

Students write about how they show
their PAW when helping others.

Students may apply for jobs in any of the
groups: New Student Welcome, Know the
News, Minute Mentor to name a few.

Students paid to wear PJ’s to
school and sent the money to help
in Haiti.

Two students hold our Peace Ball
and discuss in a class meeting.

Students learn about how
collecting Pennies for Patients helps
others.

A contract is signed by all Character
Council members.

Canned Food Drive

As a part of a homeside activity,
students decorated and created holiday
cards for the elderly in our community.

The school adopts families to help
at Christmas time. Students and
staff contribute items and money to
provide gifts for Lincoln families.
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Effective character education
includes a meaningful and
challenging academic
curriculum that respects all
learners, develops their
character, and helps them
succeed.

Kindergarten Literacy/Character Connection
Big Books
Unit 1:
1. Peanut Butter and Jelly– enthusiasm, service, attitude
2. Max’s ABC Day - enthusiasm
3. Sow and Tell Day-respect,self-control
Unit 2:
1. The ABC Street Fair - enthusiasm, attitude
2. Warthogs in the Kitchen - encouragement, service, attitude
3. The Chick and the Duckling - respect, compassion
Unit 3:
1. Animal Alphabet - enthusiasm, service attitude
2. Flower Garden - service, attitude and respect

We have identified the
character traits within each
story in our reading series

Healthy Schools Agenda
Students work cooperatively in math centers.

Children participate in reading
activities with their families.

Partner with Family Nutrition
Education Program to provide
nutrition lessons.

Library features books that
demonstrates our Character Traits.

Students vote in Presidential elections
as well as Character Council elections.

Students have been learning about taking
care of their bodies by making good food
choices with help from the cafeteria.

Frilly and Miller sing songs teaching
kids to make good choices in school.

Students stay after school to work on
reading skills with teachers.

Teachers meet to set goals and target
the specific problems with interventions
on students who are struggling.

Teachers strategically group students with
similar needs for reading and help students
work together.
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Effective character education strives to develop
student’s self-motivation.

Students elected to Character Council
make decisions for our school.

Students reflect on their behavior
by writing how they could do things
differently in the future.

Students create examples of how to
show their paw.

A student’s reflection of her strengths
and weaknesses.

Students set goals for themselves for
the school year.

Students self evaluate their progress
in class

D.A.R.E Graduation

Students write and draw about our country to show their appreciation to our
veterans who come to our school on Veterans Day.

Teachers use the care referral to get assistance from peers for struggling students.
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Effective character education engages the school staff
as a learning and moral community that shares
responsibility for character education and attempts to
adhere to the same core values that guide the education
of students.
Leopard Link
Principal Garland’s
quote . . .Set your
expectations high
and your students
will rise!

Staff members are recognized when they
are spotted leaving their mark on each
other or students.

Teachers with Character
Education Certification
Teressa Counterman
Mary Voss
James Bertels
Suzy Bourner

Leopard Link is
sent out weekly by
Mrs. Garland and
addresses character
in each message
Character Council
meeting agenda

All staff participated in school wide
trainings on character education with
Dr. Marvin Berkowitz several times
over the past few years.
Each year our school adopts a family
in order to provide a nice Christmas to
those less fortunate.

Leadership Academy for Character
Education Graduates
Christina Garland-Principal
Amy Porter– Assistant Principal
Natalie Wiemann– Former Counselor
Janet Meyers-Current Counselor

Buddy
Day
Schedule

Staff self
evaluated
school of
Character
Education
Initative
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Character Education is included under
the district umbrella, under which all
of our efforts must fall.

Effective character education fosters shared leadership
and long range support of the character education
initiative.

Students collected plastic which was
recycled and made into landscape
timbers. A tree was donated and
planted by students.

Students in the Cleaning Champs
Focus Group assist our custodian in
keeping our school tidy.

Lincoln Elementary Norms
for staff are reviewed at all meetings.

Our know the news group writes a
monthly newsletter for students.

Building Committees consist of staff
members from all grade levels and
departments.

Teacher Expectations

Students invite Grandparents to our
school. First they have breakfast
together, then they show them around
our school and to their classrooms.

This was a team effort created
by the Bulletin Board Focus
group for Red Ribbon Week.

Effective character education engages families and
community members as partners in the character
building effort.
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Teachers include information about PAW
Journals and class meetings in newsletters.

Muffins with M’Ladies gives students a
chance to eat breakfast with a family
member.
The Father Daughter Dance is an
annual tradition.

Students decorated floormats which
focused on Character Education for use
at a local car dealer.
Talent Show

We do a SchoolReach phone call
when we want to send a message to a
large group of families.

Parent Nights
Internet Safety, Cyber Bullying,
Healthy Relationships with your
children.

First grade
invited families
during American
Education week
to eat lunch and
do activities with
their student.

We have an annual Mother and
Son event.

One of our classrooms participated in a
webcast from home during which they
could communicate with other members
of the class.

Fourth grade has an annual Kickball Tournament to which they invite parents and families
to watch. They encourage good sportsmanship.

